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THE TEXT OF THE GERMAN REPLY TO QUESTIONS RAISED IN 
REFERENCED AIRGRAM IS AS FOLLOWS: 

BEGIN QUOTE-THE LATEST FOOD RATIONINGS IN THE USSR HAVE 
OFTEN BEEN INTERPRETED DIFFERENTLY. WE STICK TO OUR VIEW THAT 
THEY WERE INTENSIFIED FORMS OF FIXING CONTINGENTS AS THEY CAN 
REGIONALLY BE OBSERVED ALSO IN GOOD YEARS IN THE USSR. THEY 
CONSIST IN LIMITED ALLOTMENTS TO THE SELLING AGENCIES. THERE 
HAS BEEN NO RELIABLE INFORMATION ON AN EVEN REGIONALLY LIMITED 
REINTRODUCTION OF THE RATIONING BY MEANS OF RATION CARDS WITH 
COUPONS WHICH WAS SUSPENDED IN 1949. IT WOULD SEEM THAT THE 
REGIME WOULD HAVE AVOIDED THIS FORM OF RATIONING ALREADY FOR 
PSYCHOLOGICAL REASONS. 

THE INFORMATION ON THE KIND AND SCOPE OF FOOD CONTINGENTS 
IS NOT ONLY BASED ON REPORTS BY THE DIPLOMATIC MISSION OF THE 
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY IN MOSCOW AND ON THE EVALUATION OF 
SOVIET PRESS MATERIAL, BUT ESPECIALLY ON STATEMENTS ON RETURNING 
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ETHNIC-GERMAN EMIGRANTS. 

AFTER THE PREPARATION OF THE STUDY IN MID-APRIL 1973, 

INFORMATION ON FOOD RATIONING USING CARDS HAS BEEN RECEIVED, 
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AS FOR EXAMPLE AN US INFORMATION IN WHICH THE RATIONING OF 
POTATOES AT WOLGOGRAD IS MENTIONED. WE THINK, HOWEVER, THAT 
THESE RATION CARDS WERE LICENCES OF SOME INDIVIDUAL SELLING 
AGENCIES. END QUOTE. RUMSFELD 
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